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THE HOUSE OF ‘IMRAN

ol Jiy)

- (55) Lo' God said: 0O Jesus! Verily, 1 shall cause

A B A e

thee to die, and shall exalt thee unto Me, and cleanse
thee of [the presence of] those who are benl on

denying the truth; and 1 shall place those who follow

thee [far] above those who are bent on denying the
truth, unto the Day of Resurrection, In the end, unto
Me you all must return, and | shall judge between you

r dLA" :,..'I.T,,, B AJTJ"J‘::‘T

GHE R

e ks
.|_,¢J;:

'."H.
-3
o

with regard ta all on which you were wont to differ.”

45 This refers to all who revere Jesus (i.e.. the Christians, who believe him to I:-: “the son of
God”, and the Muslims, who regard him as a prophet) as well as to those who deny him altogether
Regarding Giod's promise 1o Jesus, “1 shall exalt thee unto Me", see sirah 4, note 172

Li ol s e Iy e
u.:... .Jy:s‘-:(/"' .r:._;ffj-‘”f,.-ﬂ:
n-"’-f,-"."fs.a-wd/ r-G-’-'-Ha“/J
f.-w’,.ﬂs. r-vJ-:-u’fu:ei/f

#{JH'* r-v

1-:--";{_5 oy La s aj:" Les”
Wﬂfuwwmxm fw,f..u
.:'.ﬁ#-fduu‘fulr .f.J/r;‘/ui- I:,J-"'gi_,f-'.
{ v Lot g s f el

é*‘ \N-NISA

calumny which they utter aguinst Mary,"™ {(157) and

SURAH

.ca-;'J 4"“1:—*#1\&3} Ul-'- l--rf:.,.-r,;bs

wr Fhes

their Baast "Behold, we have slain the Chrisf Jesus, J< -,1.- D ""'-"J"'J £ .:T.Hl

o of Mary, [who claimed to be] an apostle of God!"
did not slay him, and neither di

However, they d

’ Wex u..hl_llu[,d.a-r .iT..i,.,_n..

www.amtkn.com www.facebook.com/amtkn313 www.emaktaba.info




ameer@khatm-e-nubuwwat.com 10 (1983)09 o komi 02 i il et ouid 3§y s

they crucify him, but it only seemed to them [as if it a2 14500 Lo 4 .
had been| so;"™ and, verily, those who hold conflict- Jﬁ'.—ﬂ #EU_J,‘ t{-'T"I!rf..r A
ing views thereon are indeed confused, having no qq:@%iﬂnzﬁﬂquhj
[real] knowledge thereof, and following mere con- - :
jecture. For, of a certainty, they did not slay him:

(158) nay, God exalted him unio Himnlf”l’ - and God

!71 Thus, the Qur'dn categorically denies the story of the crucifivion of Jesus. There exisl,”
among Muslims, many fanciful legends telling us that at the last moment God substituted for Jesus
4 person closely resembling him (according to some accounts, that person was Judas), who was
aubsequently crucified in his place. However, none of these legends finds the slightest support in
the Quran or in authentic Traditions, and the storiet produced in this connection by the classical
commentators must be summarily rejected. They represent no more than confused attempls al
“harmonizing” the Qur'anic statement that Jesus was nof crucified with the graphic description, in
the Gospels, of his crucifixion. The story of the crucifixion as such has been succinetly explained
in the Qur'anic phrase wa-ldkin shubbiha fahum, which I render as “but it only appeared to them
as il 1t had been so™ - implying that in the course of time, long after the time of Jesus, a legend had
somehow grown up (possibly under the then-powerful influence of Mithraistic beliefs) to the effect
that he had died on the cross in order to slone for the “original sin” with which mankind is
Mlepedly burdened; and this legénd became so firmly established among the latter-day followers of
Jesus that even his enemies, the Jews, began to believe it - albeit in a derogatory sense (lor
crucifixion was, in those limes, a heinous form of death-penalty reserved for the lowest of
criminals). This, to my mind, is the only satisfactory explanation of the phrase wa-ldkin shubbika
fhum, the more 5o as the expression shubbiha I is idiomatically synonymous with khuyyila I[,
“a thing| became a fancied image to me”, Le., “in my mind” - in other words, “[it] seemed to me”
(see Odmids, art. khayala, as well as Lane 11, 833, and IV, 1500).

172 CL 3: 55, where God says to Jesus, "Venly, | shall cause thee to die, and shall exalt thee
unto Me.” The verb rafa’ahu (lit., “he raised him" or “elevated him") has always, whenever the

.
oot of raf” (“elevating”) of a human being is atiributed to God, the meaning of “honouring” or
“exalting”. Nowhere in the Qur*in is there any warrant for the popular belief that God has “1aken
up" Jesus bodily, in his lifetime, into heaven. The expression “God exalted him unto Himsell” in
the above verse denotes the elevation of Jesus to the realm of God's special grace - a blessing in
which all prophets partake, as is evident from 19: 57, where the verb rafa“ndhu (“We exalied
him") is used with regard 1o the Prophet [dris. (See also Mubammad “Abduh in Mandr 11, 3061
and VI, 200) The “nay™ (bal) a1 the beginning of the senfence is meant Lo stress the contra:|
between ihe beliel of the Jews that they had put Jesus 1o a shameful death on the cross and the
fact of God's having “exalted him unto Himself™.

Loyt st ey | S0l £ pwr b i
2t Aoy G Gy | W S L g i S

AL “IMRAN

SURAH

S S, -
“I HAVE COME unto you with a message from your ' Ju '} 8] Yomin @ J431 £ 3315
Sustainer. | shall create for you out of clay, as it 7 et el o s hb u
were, the shape of [your] destiny, and then breathe ot '-':F" g5, _-,:;,h; e
into it, so that it might become [your] destiny by God's ! - :’-,T RS PR ¥ friv

leave;" and 1 shall heal the blind and the leper, and w4 : '.ﬁ i ’t: e ’u{ﬂr
bring the dead back to life by God's leave:™ and [ shall fi'"'l; ST 3 Gl iy g U1y st
let you know what you may eal and what you should ..., . AT
store up in your houses.™ Behold, in all this there is 5 'ﬁ‘u:"-!“il Fmduss sl ol
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indeed a message for you, if you are [truly] believers.
(50) “And [l have come| to confirm the truth of
whatever there stll remains® of the Torah, and to
make lawful unto you some of the things which
[aforetime] were forbidden 10 you. And | have come
unto you with a message from your Sustainer; remain,
then, conscious of God, and pay heed unto me.

wl F R

o gp b e ey ) e 5y
L

AT iy Sk sl AR Y,

wb ler wragal ¥ o .I|,.Hj'|

f—euqJHf-’, @ :'r:‘:l::T':i’L.ﬁp

7 L, something| like the shape of a bird (fayr); and then | shall breathe into it, so that it might

o “whereupon it will”| become a bird ... The noun fayr is a plural of 1@'ir (“fying creature” of
“bied b, oF an infinitive aoun (“flying”) derived from the verb fdra (“he flew"). In pre-lslamic usage,
as well as in the Qur’in, the words (d°ir and fayr often denote “fortune” or “destin y", whether good
or evil (as. for instance, in 7: 131, 2747 or 36 19, and still more clearly in 17: 13). Many instances
ol this idiomatic use of fayr and [d'ir are given in all the authoritative Arabic dictionaries; see also
Lane V., 1904 1. Thus, in the parabolic manner so beloved by him, Jesus intimated to the children of
sl that out of the humble clay of their lives he would fashion for them the vision of a soaring
destiny, wnd that this vision, brought to life by his God-given inspiration, would become their real
destiny by Giod's leave and by the strength of their (aith (as pointed out at the end of this verse).

I8 1tis probable that the “raising of the dead™ by Jesus is a metaphorical desgription of his giving
new life to people who were spiritually dead; ¢f, 6 122 = “1s then he who was dead [in spirit], and
whom We thereupon gave ife, and for whim We set up o light whereby he can see his way among
it = [ then he | Bk unto one |who is lost] in darkness deep, out of which he cannot emerge" If
this interpretation is - as | believe - correct, then the “healing of the blind and the leper” has a
similar significance: namely, an inner regencration of people who were spiritually discased and blind
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