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Non-Muslim judge cannot decide issue’

The President of the Muslim Judicial Council. Sheikh Nazeem Mohammed, has
annaunced that the Council and Lwa ather delendanis will b 'l'!il"'lfll'-.'i'l'.llﬁl'] fram thi
case involving the Ahmadis and which i due lo be heard loday

The Ahmadis have taken the Muslim Judicial, the Vygekeaal Cemelery Board
and the Truslees of the Doip Street Masque 1o courl in a desperale atlempl b be
declared Muslim

In a preliminary judgement issued on July 24, 1985 Mr Justice Berman said
Indeed it appears to me that the resolution of the question whether Ahmadis are
Muslims or nol may well be more fairly and dispassionalely decided by a secular
court such as this one than by some other Inbunal composed of theologians

Immediately alter this judgemenl, Sheikh Mazeem reacted: *A non-Muslim court
of judge has no jurisdiclion o issue or pranguncd any judgemenl 1o any person
declaning whelher he or she is a Muslim or nol. A non-Musum, whether he is a
ludge or a layman, is nol in any authoratative position to decide an issue of such a
nature.’

Sheikh Nazeem added: ‘Musims in South Africa accep! as binding a decision
laken in 1974 when 144 reprasentatives of Muslim counlries and organisations mel
in Makkah lo declare the Ahmadis and Qadianis Kaalir {out of the fold of 1slam), Ws
also hiave in our possession letters lrom approximately 200 mosques in the enlire
couniry debarning the Ahmadi and Qadiani sects from mosques in South Alrica on
Ihe grounds hal these people are non-Muslim,”

Shelkh Nazeem said that aller Justice Berman's unprecedented judgement he
mel Muslim leaders from all aver the world during the period ol Haj

‘We discussed the issue and it was unanimously accepled thal pelitions from all
Muslims of Ihe world would be sent to the Supreme Courl of Cape Town declasing
that a non-Muslim judge cannol decide whether a person is a Muslim or nol,

‘The list includes lalwa-giving bodies as well as Islamic educational instilulions
and mosque commilless,
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laid certaln restrictions on Lhe activities
of the Ahmadi sect at the insislence o
me conservative religion groups. The
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ANWAR HUsSAIN
Forl Lauderdale
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General Zia-ul-Hag of Pakistan

‘Four million ... are persecuted’

To The Edit _
Humar r‘ his violotions in the Soviet Union and repression if
countries such as Chile have héén going on (or Years, yet concerns Séém 1o
surface only briefly every few months and then are forgotten.
Mow we can add religious persecullon in Pakistan (o the lst. Four
..... Hion Ahmadi Muslims In Pakistan are being systematically perseculed
an d killed by the Islamic government af G 1'|-E-.'-I'|:|.':|r||.'||1 Il.‘l-ul-H:lq.
This has been documented by '-.||| sty International. Yet the plight
.L_.[ the ,.'.,|-|-|-||j|-.14:. reciived little attention. The 1 5. Government should
ake senous poie of thes: numas-nights vieistions by Presidsat

.’1.3 ul-Haq's marual-law regime.

[FTERHAR Hag)
Fart Lauderdale
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