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the question whether the founder of Ahmadism
was a prophel the denisl of whose nussion onlails
what | call the “mjor heiesy i a matier of
digpute between the two sections, 10 is unneces-
si1y for my purposes to judpe the ments of this
domestic controversy of the Almadis. | beliove,
lor reasons W be explained presently, that the idea
of & full prophel whose denial entails the denter's
excommunication  from  Islam is  cssential o
Ahmadism; and that the present head of the
Gadianis is far more consistent with the spirit of
tho movement than the Imam of the Lahoris

The evltursl value of the idea of Finabity in lslam |
have Tully explained elsrwhere. Its
meaning s simple: No spintusl surrender (o
any human being after Muliammad who emane.

puted his followers by glving them & Jaw which
is realizable as arising frem the very core af hu

12 IShAM
nuin conscienee, Theologically the doeiringe s
that:  The Socio-loliieal organization  ealled
Tadans” 16 perfect and eternal. No revelation the
demial of which entails hevesy i3 possible afier
Muhammad. Ile who claims such a revelation
is g tradler o lslam. Since the Qadianis believe
the founder of the Abmadivva movement 10 he
the bearer of such o revelation, they declure that
the entire woald of lslam is iofidel. The founder’s
awin argament, quite worthy of 8 mediseval thea-
logian, is that the spiritwality of the Holy Mo
phiet of Islam must be regarded as imperfect of it
i5 not ereative of another Prophet. He claims
his own Prophothood to be sn evidence of (he
Frophet-rearing power of the spleltualiny of the
Holy Prophet of Islam. But if vou forther ask
him whether the spirituality of Muhammad s
capable of vearing more Prophets than one, bis
angwier 14 "Na”, This virtually amounts to saying
‘Muliammad 15 nol the last Prophet; | am the
lagt”. Far from  understanding  the  culiural
value of the lslamic idea of finality in the history
of mankind gencrally and of Asia especially lw
thisks that finality n the senase that ne fullower
of Mubammad ean ever reach the status of Pro
phethood is 2 mark of Imperfection in Mubam-
miad's Prophethood, As | read the pavehalopy
of his mind he, in the intercst of his own claim
o [Propheibood, avails himsell of what he descn
Les as the creative spinitually of the Holy Prophet
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whiat may Le called muajor heresy anses only when
the teaching of o thinker or & vefurmer affects the
frantiers of the faith af Islam.  Unfortunatly
this quesbion docs anse in conneclion with he
teachings of Qadianism. It must b pointed oul
lere that the Abmadi movement is divided into
two camps known as the Qadisms and the
Lahoris The former openly declare the founder
to be & full prophet; the lalter, cither by convie
ton of policy, huve found i sivisable W presch
an apparently toned down Gadianism owever,
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